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Grade 8 Social Studies Exit Project

Student Handbook

School Year 2016-2017
Mr. Esparza
Brief Overview
This handbook is designed to help you with the planning, writing, organizing, and presentation of your eighth grade social studies exit project.  The exit project assesses your ability to formulate questions, research various topics, organize your thoughts, create appropriate visual aids, and present your ideas before an audience of your peers.

Each step in this process will be outlined in the guidebook as well as in different activities we will engage in during our class sessions.  Think of this project as an opportunity to show your classmates, teachers and most importantly, yourself how much you have grown academically throughout this school year.

There are 3 components to the Exit Project.  

· Research: You will select a topic from the curriculum that you are interested in and would like to learn more about. You will narrow your focus to a very specific topic and will research that specific topic in greater detail.

· Written:  You are responsible for organizing your thoughts and research in a structured format that shows your instructor that you completely understand your chosen topic.

· Presentation: 

· Oral:  The presentation that you create will emphasize the communication skills that you have developed and the ability to convey complex thoughts to a larger audience. 

· Graphic:  The creation of a visual aide that brings life to your oral presentation.
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Choosing a topic

Your FIRST step is to choose a topic that sparks your interest. It is important to remember that you are only allowed to focus your research around one topic. Choose wisely. It makes sense to review a few topics before you make your final selection. Once you have made your choice, submitted your intent, and begun your work it is very difficult to change your topic.

Take a look at some of the following units from 8th grade social studies. Below each unit are bullets with more specific topics. If you are interested in the Progressive Era you would look at the entire era and look for a specific topic from that era. You can choose from one of the sub-topic listed below, but you are not limited to these and should feel free to investigate any sub-topic you choose. 
The Period of Reconstruction

· The provisions of the Fourteenth Amendment

· The provisions of the Fifteenth Amendment

· Groups that dominated southern politics during Reconstruction

· African-Americans in the South lose rights

Westward Expansion
· Settlers flooded to the West

· Miners looked for gold and silver

· Railroad builders crossed the continent with rail lines

· Native Americans were driven from their homelands

The Progressive Era
· Americans worked to fight corruption in government

· Americans fought to reduce the power of big business

· Muckrakers work to expose corruption and unfair business practices

· Women’s Suffrage Movement

· African-Americans fighting for constitutional rights

· National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is formed.

· The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

The Rise of Industry and Unions
· Child Labor

· Numerous new inventions

· Railroad expansion

· Rise of corporations

Immigration and the Growth of Cities
· Immigration boom in the late 1800s

· Improvements in public education during the late 1800s

· Cities grew in the late 1800s

· The Ellis Island experience

Empire Building
· Imperialism by the US during the 19th century

· Cause and Effect of the Spanish American War

· United States’ relationship with Latin America

· Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine

World War 1
· Events that triggered World War 1

· United States enters the War

· War of attrition (trench warfare, stalemate)

· President Wilson’s plan for peace

The Roaring Twenties
· Growth of the economy in the 1920’s

· Prohibition

· Jazz Age

· Harlem Renaissance

· Obstacle faced by African Americans in northern cities

The Great Depression
· Stock Market Crash

· New Deal Programs

· The Dust Bowl

· Global Effects

World War II
· Roles of dictators in Germany, Russia, and Italy

· Events that triggered World War II

· U.S. enters the war

· Specific victories that turned the war in favor of the allied forces

· The Home Front

· Atomic Bombs and how they affected the people of Japan

· Nuremberg Trials

· Tuskegee Airmen

· Concentration Camps

The Cold War
· Causes and Effects of the Korean War

· Vietnam War

· Cuban Missile Crisis

· Berlin Wall

· Iron Curtain comes down

Civil Rights Movement
· Jim Crow Laws / Segregation

· Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee

· Southern Christian Leadership Conference

· National Organization for Women

· American Indian Movement

· Migrant Farmers Union

· Black Panther Party

· Nation of Islam

Supreme Court Decisions
· Plessy v. Ferguson

· Brown v. Board of Education

· Marbury v. Madison

· Bakke v. CA

· Haszelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier

The USA Today
· Desert Storm/ Persian Gulf Conflict

· Global War on Terror

· Living with Terrorism

· Decline of American Economy

· The Conflict in Iraq

Component One: Research
Choosing a Topic:  

· Your options for a topic are almost limitless.  Within the social studies curriculum for 7th and 8th grade you have studied the growth of a new nation.  From the birth of this country to now there have been hundreds of events and thousands of leaders that shaped US and world history.  You will be able to choose any aspect of US history for your exit project.  

· Think about something you are interested in and want to learn more about.  Use the interest you have on the topic to motivate you during the planning and presentation of your topic.  

Creating a Research Question:

· You have chosen your main topic.  Your next task is to narrow the topic by focusing on a specific aspect of the broad topic.  

· EXAMPLE:  My main topic is World War I and I will focus on the events/problems that triggered WWI
· Now you will have to pose a question focusing on a specific aspect of your topic that will guide your research.

· EXAMPLE:  The main topic is World War I.  The specific part of WWI you will focus on is the events/problems that triggers the war.  The research question might be:  What were the underlying problems that triggered the outbreak of World War 1?
· Remember that a research question addresses an issue, problem, or controversy and is generally answered with a conclusion, otherwise known as a thesis.

Conducting your Research:

· There are many tools that can be used while researching your topic.  Books, magazines, encyclopedias, almanacs, and the internet can all lead you toward the information to bring your exit project to life.

· Important suggestions:

· Don’t just rely on the internet.

· Use multiple sources of information.

· Include primary and secondary sources

· While conducting your research, be sure to record your sources of information.  You will have to organize your sources of information into a bibliography.  YOU MUST HAVE AT LEAST 3 DIFFERENT SOURCES OF INFORMATION.

· For each source you will need:

· Title and author

· Date of Publication and City of Publication

· Remember your research question.  This is your guide to your exit project.  If your research does not connect to your question than you are moving in the wrong direction.
Component Two: Written Paper
Once you have completed your research and gathered all of your information you will write a research paper. 
The first question that students usually ask is “How long does the paper have to be?” The answer is “As long as it takes for you to fully answer your research question and demonstrate that you completely understand your chosen topic”. 

The format for your paper is as follows:

Page 1 – Title page. Here you should write your topic and include your name and class. You can include a picture on your title page if you would like to make it more visually appealing but you do not have to add a picture.

Page 2 – On the center of the page write your research question. That’s the question you developed at the beginning of the Exit Project process when you selected your topic. It’s the question that guided all of your research.

Pages 3-… Here’s where you answer your research question and demonstrate your understanding of the topic. The paper should be typed, double-spaced, and using the Times New Roman font with a font size no larger than 12.

Last page – this is your bibliography. List ALL the sources that you used for your research. Remember you MUST use AT LEAST 3 different sources but you are encouraged to use as many as you need.

When you have finished your first draft you should ask a friend, family member, or other adult to read over your paper using the rubric on the next page to see if you have fully met all of the requirements. Don’t wait until you’ve submitted the paper to see your grade. Make sure you look at the rubric and assess your own work before turning in your final project. You should have a good idea of your grade BEFORE you turn it in.

Written Component Rubric

	4
	3
	2
	1

	EXCEEDS STANDARD
	MEETS STANDARD
	APPROACHES STANDARD
	BELOW STANDARD

	Fully answered the research question.
	Answered the research question with some factual errors. 
	Partially answered the research question.
	Did not answer the research question.



	Carefully organized
	Good overall structure
	Satisfactorily organized
	Poorly organized

	Clearly displays personal understanding of historical impact.  Supports opinions.
	Shows some personal understanding of historical impact.  Partially supports opinions.
	Shows little understanding of historical impact.  Supports few opinions.
	Shows no understanding of historical impact.  No evidence of support for opinions. 

	Demonstrates an excellent understanding of written English:  grammar, punctuation and sentence structure.
	Good understanding of written English, some grammatical errors.
	Many grammatical errors.
	Grammatical errors make it impossible to understand

	Uses multiple sources of information in developing an accurate written project.  Excellent bibliography.
	Uses several sources of information in developing an accurate written project.  Contains bibliography.
	Uses few sources of information, ineffective use of research materials.  No evidence of using sources listed.
	Shows no evidence of research.  No bibliography.

	Displays evidence of mastering major issues
	Displays evidence of major issues
	Displays little evidence of understanding major issues
	Displays no evidence of understanding major issues.


Component Three: The Presentation

Remember the presentation component has two parts. Some visual component as well as an oral presentation you will make to your class. You will share what you have learned during the completion of your project to your peers.  You should be prepared to give a presentation to your class approximately 10 minutes in length. You will present your visual component and explain what you have learned. 

Part One: The Visual Component

You will create a visual representation that would best complement your written component and can be effectively used in your oral presentation.  The graphic component is not measuring your artistic talents but showing your understanding of the many dimensions and elements of your topic.

When thinking about the graphic component you should ask yourself the following questions:

· What information or symbols will I include?

· What materials will I use to create my graphic?

· What kind of research do I need to do to prepare to create my graphic?

· Does my graphic support the ideas expressed in the other parts of my project?

· How will I use this graphic in my oral presentation?

Suggestions for Visual Component:

· Design posters, photocopy pictures from a book, draw a picture or characters representing your topic, create a portrait, painting, or political cartoon.  Draw a map, timeline, or graph.  Take photographs or pictures illustrating a part of your topic.

This is one of the many opportunities to be creative.  Come up with as many ideas as possible and make them fit within your topic.  Think of something that will truly represent your overall theme.

Visual Component Rubric:

	4
	3
	2
	1

	EXCEEDS STANDARD
	MEETS STANDARD
	APPROACHES STANDARD
	BELOW STANDARD

	Graphic representations are included that strongly support ideas/opinions
	Graphic representations are included that generally support ideas/opinions
	Some inaccuracies and irrelevant graphics used.
	Extraneous and inaccurate graphics with little relevance; no graphics.

	Shows much evidence of research and conclusions drawn
	Shows evidence of research and conclusions drawn.
	Shows little evidence  or some evidence of research
	Shows little or no evidence of research.

	Reflects a deep understanding of the topic; essential questions/ideas are clearly addressed
	Reflects an understanding of the topic; essential questions/ideas are slightly vague.
	Reflects a beginning understanding of the topic; essential questions are unclear.
	Shows no understanding of the topic; no attempt to answer essential questions.

	Graphics are organized and shown in a logical, sequential manner.
	Display is mostly organized in logical ways.
	Display is somewhat organized.
	Graphics are poorly organized and difficult to understand.

	Graphics are effectively used in oral presentation.
	Graphics are used in oral presentation.
	Little use of graphics in oral presentation.
	Graphics are not used in oral presentation.


Part Two: The Oral Presentation
This final section will include all aspects of your research and the many facts that you find relevant to your topic.  It is your responsibility to synthesize (bring together) all the different things you learned and organize them in a way that will captivate your audience and show that you truly understood your topic.

Keys to Preparing an Oral Presentation
· Know your subject matter

· Review your written component for the major facts and supporting evidence that you want to share.  Check your facts and be prepared for questions.

· Develop a Theme

· All presentations are designed with a single purpose.  Your purpose is to present your findings on your research question.  Make sure your audience knows your question.

· Prepare Your Script

· Don’t read word for word; instead use 3x5 cards as notes to guide you.

· Be sure to have an opening, body, and summary

· REHEARSE! REHEARSE!! REHEARSE!!!

· Presentation

· Speak slowly, clearly and with authority.  

Types of Presentations: 
The type of presentation is up to you!!  You can write a speech, create a power point, or perform a monologue.  The options are endless.  Once again be creative.   

Oral Presentation Rubric:

	4
	3
	2
	1

	EXCEEDS STANDARD
	MEETS STANDARD
	APPROACHES STANDARD
	BELOW STANDARD

	Effective use of graphic component
	Uses graphic component
	Has graphic, but makes little or no reference to it.
	No graphic.

	Displays mastery of English language through clear communication of ideas.  Very few grammatical errors.
	Good understanding of English language demonstrated clearly through clear communication of ideas, some grammatical errors.
	Ideas are somewhat unclear, many grammatical errors.
	Ideas are vague, impossible to comprehend because of poor grammar and communication.

	Presentation logically developed, with definitions and examples, accurate details.
	Good presentation connecting ideas, several examples, some inaccuracies.
	Some ideas not well connected or developed, many inaccuracies.
	Most ideas not connected or developed, details and facts completely inaccurate.

	Fully engages the audience, excellent eye contact, explains presentation, does not read to audience
	Engages the audience most of the time, generally maintains eye contact, mostly explains.
	Does not engage audience most of the time, has poor eye contact, reads presentation.
	Does not engage audience, makes not eye contact, reads to audience or fails to complete presentation.

	Fully addresses major themes and has a well developed sense of closure
	Somewhat addresses major issues and develops a sense of closure.
	Does not address some major issues and has little sense of closure.
	Fails to address any major issues and has no sense of closure.


Summary:
The 8th Grade S.S. Exit Project has three components. 

1. Research – pick a topic, generate a research question, and gather information (from at least 3 sources) to help answer your question.

2. Paper – write a research paper that fully answers your research question and demonstrates your complete understanding of your topic. Typed, double-spaced, Times New Roman, Size 12 font.
3. Presentation – create some visual to complement your paper and then use your visual as well as your knowledge to present what you have learned to your classmates. 

Note: If you decide to do a PowerPoint presentation for your presentation you can incorporate your visuals into your PowerPoint presentation.

STEPS:

Step One: Decide on which large topic you are interested in (WW1, WW2, Civil Rights Movement, Progressive Era, etc.)

Step Two: From within that large topic decide which smaller, specific topic you would like to learn more about (For example, if you’re interested in WW2 you might be interested in what factors led to the USA getting involved in the war.)
Step Three: Generate a research question to guide your research. Your research question is what you will answer in your paper. (For example, if you chose The Progressive Era as your big topic, and focused on reforms that were made in the workplace to make workers safer then your research question might be, “What were some of the ways that people were able to effect change and reforms in the workplace?”)

Step Four: Now that you have your research question, start researching. Look for information that helps you answer your question. Collect information and take notes. Remember to keep track of where you found your information you’ll need that for your bibliography.

Step Five: Write your paper.

Step Six: When you finished your paper create a visual component. (For example, if you researched trench warfare during WW1 you might want to create a model of what the trenches looked like, or a poster/picture of what they looked like so when you present your information your classmates can see what you are describing)

Step Seven: Present your information to your class. Show them your visual and “teach” them what you have learned.

Exit Project Checklist

· Planning:  Did you…  

· Choose a topic or problem that interests you?

· Identify the questions that need to be answered?

· Identify information sources?

· Decide on how you could expect to present your findings?
· Seeking and Choosing Information:  Did you…

· Explore different sources of information (e.g. internet, library, community)?

· Locate information in a variety of formats (e.g., books, newspapers, music)?

· Evaluate the information?  Was it relevant, current, free of bias, and reliable?

· Keep clear notes of your information?
· Connecting and Organizing Information:  Did you…

· Review the topic and question to ensure you are on the right track?

· Summarize the information in your own way?
· Producing New Information:  Did you…

· Finish your product?

· Return to polish your product after leaving it for a while?

· Edit and revise as needed?
· Judging:  Did you…

· Evaluate at frequent intervals while you were researching and preparing your product?

· Refer to the rubrics to make sure you were doing everything that was required of you?

· Get feedback from others?

8th Grade Social Studies Exit Project 
Intent Form
This form needs to be filled out, signed by you and your parent/guardian, and approved by your teacher BEFORE you start working on your project. Once you have decided on your main topic, specific area of focus, and research question, and have been approved you may not change your topic or question without permission. Please choose you topic/subtopic/research question carefully. Once we begin this process it will be very difficult to change your area of focus.
Name: ____________________________________________

Class:_____________________________________________

Main Topic: _________________________________________

Specific Area of Focus:__________________________________

Research Question: _____________________________________

Student Signature:_______________________________________

Parent’s Signature:______________________________________

Teacher Approval:______________________________________

Due Dates

May 15, 2017 – Your completed and signed Intent Form is due. It should be in a two-pocket folder along with your Exit Project Handbook. I will be checking for folders and collecting forms on Thursday, January 6th. 

I will return your Intent Form on January 11th. If your topic/subtopic/research question is approved you should start your research. If your topic is not approved for some reason I will meet with you to refine your topic/subtopic/research question.

May 22, 2017 – I will be collecting your Exit Project folders. Evidence of research does not simply mean a number of pages printed from Wikipedia or other website. I should see that you have been reading what you’ve collected and your research should include notes you’ve written, important information highlighted, etc.  

May 24 2017- A rough draft of the beginning of your paper is due. The rough draft should include your title page, research question, and the beginning of your answer. I will look over your rough draft and let you know if you are on the right track. I will make suggestions on how you can improve your work.

Between June 3rd  and June 5th when the FINAL paper is due there may be periodic checks of the drafts of your papers. Your final paper is due. It must include ALL parts. Title page, research question page, written answer to your research question, and the bibliography. 

May 31st and June 1st & 2nd – Presentations are due and students will begin presenting their information to the class. 
